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A BLOW ON THE ABDOMEN FOLLOWED 
BY SHOOK AND PERITONITIS. 


BY E, J. KEMPF, M.D. 


In the morning of July 17, 1883, I was 
called to see Miss C. B., a stout farmer’s 
lass, aged nineteen, who had fallen across 
a plank-fence from some height, striking with 
the abdomen on an inch plank. She was 
picked up unconscious and carried into the 
house. Half an hour after the accident I 
found her tossing about on the bed in a half 
delirious condition, crying for air, snatching 
at her throat and at the region of her heart. 
The countenance expressed great anxiety 
and fear, her lips were blue, the conjunctiva 
was absolutely white, skin was cold and 
clammy, pulse feeble, fluttering and inter- 
mittent in action, temperature, which was 
taken twice in a half hour’s time, 94° F., 
and respiration shallow and gasping. An 
examination of the abdomen revealed no 
evidence of an injury except a very slight 
tenderness on pressure. 

I gave the patient the one fourth grain of 
morphine, and sent to my office for other 
remedies. The morphine was given to 
quiet the patient if possible, and also for its 
stimulant properties. A half hour after- 
ward a hypodermic injection of the one 
hundred and twentieth grain of atropine 
was given. Sinapisms were applied to the 
abdomen, followed by turpentine fomenta- 
tions, the entire body was washed with hot 
whisky and rubbed with rough towels, and 
hot water bottles were applied to the feet. 
Every half hour the hypodermic injection 
of atropine was repeated, the morphine be- 
ing discontinued. In the intervals small 
doses of brandy and aromatic spirits of am- 
monia were frequently given. 

Nine hours after the accident the pulse 
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was still feeble and intermittent, the temper- 
ature was 95.5° F., and the condition of the 
patient was about the same as in the morn- 
ing. At midnight the temperature was still 
95.5° F. The treatment was continued, 
except the atropine, instead of which small 
doses of morphine were ordered. 

In the morning of the second day the 
temperature was 97° F., the pulse small and 
compressible, but no longer intermittent. 
The’belly was distended with gas and pain- 
ful to the touch. The skin was warm and 
the face no longer should a deathly pallor. 
The patient vomited frequently. She had 
urinated several times, but neither the vomit 
nor the urine contained blood. The brandy 
and ammonia were continued, iced milk, 
iced chicken-broth, and small bits of ice 
were ordered, and hot fomentations with 
turpentine to the abdomen. Fearing peri- 
tonitis I ordered a one half grain dose of 
morphine every three hours and two drops 
of tincture aconite every six hours. 

In the evening the temperature was 100° 
F., and the pulse 120 and strong and full. 
Face somewhat flushed and the abdomen 
very much distended with gas and very 
painful. Every three or four hours she 
would have an attack of intense pain in the 
abdomen and become uncontrollable. Dur- 
ing such periods I gave the morphine hy- 
podermically. The patient also complained 
of pain in the right shoulder, which bella- 
donna liniment relieved. 

On the third day the temperature ranged 
from 98° to 100.5° F., and the pulse from 
100 to 130, depending very much on the 
morphine and aconite that was given her. 
The treatment of the previous day was con- 
tinued. The vomiting had disappeared. 

On the fourth day the temperature was 
100° in the morning and ror°® in the even- 
ing, the other symptoms remaining about 
the same. I gave the patient an enema of 
castor-oil and soap-suds. A large quantity 
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of gas and feces escaped and the patient 
expressed herself decidedly relieved and 
went to sleep. The treatment of brandy 
and ammonia as stimulants was discon- 
tinued. The morphine was replaced by 
thirty drops of deodorated tincture of opium 
every three hours, and the aconite was only 
occasionally given. Warm drinks, coffee, 
milk, beef-tea, and chicken-broth were given, 
and the fomentations to the abdomen kept 
up. On the twelfth day the patient was 
convalescent. 

Comments : The case was no doubt one of 
concussion of the solar plexus with contu- 
sion of the peritoneum, followed by peri- 
tonitis. Though this class of cases—concus- 
sion of the solar plexus—rarely prove fatal, 
except it be immediately after the accident, 
the shock in this case was very profound and 
prolonged, lasting almost twenty-four hours. 
The temperature, 94° F., depending no 
doubt on the heart’s action, showed that the 
patient was at death’s door, and it seemed 
to me that the hypodermic injection of atro- 
pine alone saved her, by stimulating the 
cardiac ganglia of the sympathetic and thus 
increasing and regulating the motor power 
of the heart. The fluttering and inter- 
mittent condition of the pulse and gasping 
for air, as well as the painful feeling over 
the heart, indicated that the heart was waver- 
ing and that an immediate and powerful 
stimulant was needed. Atropine was there- 
fore given hypodermically, in all four doses 
or one thirtieth of a grain. The brandy and 
ammonia no doubt did their share of good, 
and were mainly relied on after the patient 
had somewhat recovered from the shock. 

The morphine was given on the spur of 
the moment, and when nothing else was at 
hand, not even a drop of whisky, to in- 
crease the heart’s action, but was abandoned 
as soon as the other remedies appeared. 
Afterward it was given in full doses with a 
different object, namely to control the pain 
and the inflammation of the peritoneum. 

I think the lesson to be deduced from the 
case is that we should never despair when 
the gravity of the symptoms points to the 
most formidable injury. 

Contusions of the abdominal walls are 
very severe in their results, because the 
walls envelop a large serous surface in inti- 
mate connection with the solar plexus of 
nerves, but no doubt a majority of the cases 
will recover under proper treatment. Such 
treatment will depend of course very much 
on the symptoms. 

FERDINAND, INDIANA. 


SYPHILITIO IRIDO-KYKLITIS. 


BY R. M. FERGUSON, M.D. 
Oculist and Aurist to Louisville City Hospital. 


D. S., aged nineteen. This patient had 
been under treatment for some time for con- 
stitutional syphilis, and, considering herself 
cured, ceased taking her medicine. Shortly 
after this she took cold, and then iritis set 
in with intense ciliary congestion and the 
usual symptoms of iritis, dullness of iris with 
change of color, immovable pupil, noctur- 
nal exacerbations of ciliary neuralgia, and 
symptoms more or less indicative of its spe- 
cific character, the development of the so- 
called gummata in the iris, and a dust-like 
deposit on the lower part of the posterior 
surface of the membrana descemetii, the lat- 
ter being characteristic of the so-called iritis 
serosa, and indicative of the implication of 
the ciliary body. In one eye the symp- 
toms were exceedingly severe, with great in- 
jection of the ocular conjunctiva, intense 
ciliary neuralgia, and the development of 
large nodules or gummata. The other eye 
was also apparently threatened, as there was 
considerable ciliary injection, some pain, 
and possibly slight sluggishness of the pu- 
pil. There was, however, neither distinct 
dullness of iris nor synechiz. 

The patient was put as rapidly as possible 
under the influence of mercurials, and a 
strong solution of atropine (four grains to 
one ounce) dropped in the eye, four to six 
times a day. At first the atropine dilated 
the pupil very well, then it appeared to 
lose its influence, the gummatous swellings 
threatening to close the pupil completely, 
and forming broad posterior synechiz. The 
symptoms appearing to increase rather than 
diminish, leeches were applied to the tem- 
ple, and when next seen the posterior syne- 
chiz, which had formed, had been detached 
and the pupil was moderately well dilated, 
the general condition of the eye being much 
improved. It was found necessary to reap- 
ply the leeches a few days later, and the 
day after the eye appeared almost normal— 
only the slight ciliary injection and the de- 
posit on the membrana descemetii remain- 
ing to indicate the trouble which had exist- 
ed. Vision however was only of the 
normal. On examination with the ophthal- 


moscope a diffuse cloudiness of the vitre- 
ous was detected, rendering the details of 
the fundus slightly obscure, and indicating 
that kyklitis had been superadded to iritis. 
Under constitutional treatment cloudiness 
of the vitreous gradually disappeared, and 
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vision correspondingly improved until per- 
fect recovery, with V=3%, was obtained. 
This case, though by no means an un- 
common one, still presents certain points of 
interest. From the local phenomena the 
specific origin of the disease could be diag- 
nosed with almost absolute certainty. These 
diagnostic symptoms were the punctiform 
deposit, only visible by oblique illumination 
and on close observation on the posterior 
surface of membrana descemetii, and the 
gummatous swellings on the iris—the lat- 
ter appearance being almost pathognomonic. 
In this case the effect of local blood-letting 
was most marked, and illustrates the fact 
that the pupil often refuses to dilate to atro- 
pine alone, but dilates when the atropine is 
re-enforced by a local withdrawal of blood. 
In its symptoms, progress, and termination, 
it may serve as a typical case of irido-ky- 
klitis under favorable circumstances, and 
probably of a mild character. This patient 
was fortunate in applying for treatment early 
—on the second or third day—before the 
disease had acquired excessive severity or 
had produced decided changes. Such cases, 
however, when allowed to run on without 
treatment, or what is worse, with improper 
treatment, may terminate most fatally for the 
sight, or bring about secondary results, re- 
quiring for their alleviation or cure opera- 
tive procedure. In hospital cases it is by 
no means rare to come across eyes hope- 
lessly ruined by neglect of this disease. 
Among the conditions to which it may give 
rise may be included almost all the ills that 
eyes are heir to. Owing to the affection of 
the ciliary body, the secretion of the nutri- 
ent fluids of the interior of the eye is inter- 
fered with, giving rise to cataract, glaucoma, 
fluid vitreous, etc., or plastic matter may be 
thrown out in the vitreous humor, complete- 
ly covering the posterior surface of the 
lens, or perhaps, later, undergoing contrac- 
tion and causing detachment of retina, 
dislocation of lens or sympathetic disease. 
The plastic matter may be thrown out in 
such quantity and in such a position as to 
offer an obstacle to the escape of fluids 
from the posterior part of the eye into the 
anterior and thence out of the eye. The 
secretions from the ciliary body (or possibly 
from the choroid) normally pass into the 
vitreous, thence between the margin of lens 
and the ciliary processes, between the fibers 
of the zonula Zinnii, into the posterior 
chamber. From the posterior chamber the 
fluids pass through the pupil into the ante- 
rior chamber, and then passing through the 


mesh-work of the so-called ligamentum pec- 
tinatum, enter the circulus venosus, and thus 
re-enter the vascular system. Unless all 
these channels are free the secretions must 
accumulate behind the obstacle, and pro- 
duce an increase of tension—glaucoma— 
producing more or less damage according 
to the degree of obstruction. It is easy to 
perceive how this may very readily occur 
at the zone of Zinn. A very slight exuda- 
tion at this point may easily block up the 
space between ciliary body and lens. The 
increased tension may likewise be produced 
by the pupil becoming occluded, or by the 
formation of a total posterior synechia. 
Exudation at the base of the iris likewise 
offers an obstacle by closing the interspaces 
at the ligamentum pectinatum. The exu- 
dation of plastic matter may be so profuse 
as to almost or entirely encapsulate the lens, 
or to produce most extensive adhesions be- 
tween the posterior surface of the iris and 
anterior surface of the lens, rendering all 
operative procedure exceedingly dubious 
or absolutely resultless. The shrinking of 
the neoplastic formation may even give rise 
to an irritation which may manifest itself by 
that most dreadful of all eye diseases, sym- 
pathetic ophthalmia. These are some of the 
numerous troubles which may and very 
frequently do follow or accompany irido-ky- 
klitis, rendering the disease one of the 
greatest moment, and one deserving the 
most careful examination, the most ‘con- 
stant attention, and the most thorough treat- 
ment. It is not enough that the attention 
be directed to the inflammatory and irrita- 
tive symptoms, and to the visible changes, 
such as are produced by the post synechiz, 
and that the eye be considered cured so 
soon as the sclera becomes white again. 

If this be called a cure, I am sure there 
will be a vast number more who are con- 
sidered cured than who really are. Many 
of these cases, if examined by the ophthal- 
moscope, would reveal diffuse cloudiness 
of vitreous with floating opacities, and when 
tested with test-types would be found to 
have a visual acuity of 4%, or less in- 
stead of the normal 3%. The tension of the 
globe should always be carefully noted as 
well as the remains of any tenderness to the 
touch in the cilary region; increased tension 
indicating glaucoma, diminished tension 
threatening atrophy of the globe, and con- 
tinued ciliary tenderness revealing smol- 
dering kyklitis, which may blaze into a de- 
structive disease for the affected eye or for 
the healthy eye by sympathetic disease. 
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Miscellany, 





FRuIT IN SUMMER.—Lightness is the first 
essential alike in the food and drink taken 
in warm weather. (The British Medical 
Journal.) There is then less work to be 
done, less waste of tissue, less need of the 
pre-eminently muscle-forming and heat-pro- 
ducing substances, meat and bread; and 
fruit, as being both palatable and easily ob- 
tainable, is much in use. Its advantages 
are that it provides a seasonable change of 
diet, light and wholesome if well chosen, 
and a palatable tonic and stimulant of di- 
gestion with aperient properties. There are 
few who can not enjoy it in one form or an- 
other. For diabetics, only the least desira- 
ble kinds, as certain nuts and almonds, are 
available, all others, as containing sugar, be- 
ing forbidden. Sufferers from acid dyspep- 
sia must select carefully, and limit their 
consumption to the least irritating—a few 
strawberries or a few grapes. Diarrhea and 
dysentery preclude the use of all fruit. On 
the other hand, for constipated persons, it is 
sometimes the only reliable remedy which 
they can use continuously with comfort; it 
is also of benefit in renal diseases, by its 
action on the bowels. Atonic persons gen- 
erally take it well, and feel the better for its 
digestive property. Those in normal health 
may eat almost any ripe fruit. The bland 
varieties are the most wholesome and nutri- 
tious—strawberries, apples, pears, grapes, 
and gooseberries. The last named, howev- 
er, with currants and raspberries, are less 
wholesome than the others. Stone-fruits 
are apt to disagree with the stomach; but 
the more watery, as peaches and large 
plums, are better than the smaller and drier, 
as apricots and damsons. The pulps of 
oranges render them heavy. Among other 
foreign fruits, bananas are wholesome. The 
skins of fruits in general, and dried fruits are 
indigestible. Nuts, the edible part of which 
is really the seed, contain much albumen 
and some fat in a condensed form, and are 
particularly difficult of digestion. Fruit 
may be taken with a meal or on an empty 
stomach. In the former case it promotes 
digestion by its gently irritating effect on 
the mucous membrane of the stomach and 
intestine. If an aperient effect be desired, 
it had better be taken in the morning before 
breakfast or between meals. A succulent 
and pleasantly acid variety is best for both 
of these purposes, while it is also a food. 
The quantity of fruit which should be taken 


depends on the kind. If it belong to the 
bland nutritious class, a healthy person may 
now and then partake of it as freely as of 
any other wholesome food; but he will gain 
most benefit if he take only a little, and 
take it regularly. The same may be said of 
the invalid with whom fruit agrees. Cook- 
ing removes much of the acidity from crude 
fruit, and renders it lighter as well as more 
palatable. So treated, it is productive of 
good and no harm; but it is a fundamental 
principle that whatever fruit is eaten un- 
cooked must be fully ripe and not over-ripe. 
This may sound trite, and indeed the prin- 
ciple is commonly admitted; but not, it 
would seem, by all, for we still find people, 
and not a few, who will themselves deliber- 
ately take, and worse, will give to their 
children, green gooseberries, green apples, 
etc., the very hardness of which, apart 
from their acid pungency, suggests their un- 
fitness for digestion. Such people use as 
food an acid irritant poison, whose neces- 
sary action is to cause excessive intestinal 
secretion with more or less of inflammation. 
Hence arises diarrhea. On the other hand, 
fruit which is over-ripe, in which fermenta- 
tion has begun, is a frequent cause of this 
disorder, and equally to be avoided, and 
perhaps also more difficult to avoid because 
the insidious beginning of decay is not. eas- 
ily recognized. It should never be forgot- 
ten by any who incline to follow the season 
in their feeding, that the want of such pre- 
cautions as the above may produce that 
dysenteric form of diarrhea, “British chol- 
era,” which is occasionally as rapidly fatal 
as the more dreaded Asiatic type of that 
disease. 


THE Lire or Man.—Man, born of wom- 
an, is of a few days and no teeth. And in- 
deed it would be money in his pocket 
sometimes if he had less of either. As for 
his days, he wasteth one third of them, and 
as for his teeth, he has convulsions when 
he cuts them; and as the last one comes 
through, lo, the dentist is twisting the first 
one out, and the last end of that man’s jaw 
is worse than the first, being full of porce- 
lain and a roof-plate built to hold black- 
berry seeds. 

Stone bruises line his pathway to man- 
hood; his father boxes his ears at home, the 
big boys cuff him in the play-ground, and 
the teacher whips him in the school room. 
He buyeth Northwestern at 110, when he 
hath sold short at 96, and his neighbor un- 
loadeth upon him Iron Mountain at 635%, 
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and it straightway breaketh down to 52. 
He riseth early and sitteth up late that he 
may fill his barns and store-houses, and 
lo! his children’s lawyers divide the spoil 
among themselves and say, “Ha, ha!” He 
growleth and is sore distressed because it 
raineth ; and he beateth upon his breast and 
sayeth, “ My crop is lost!” because it rain- 
eth not. The late rains blight his wheat 
and the frost biteth his peaches. If it be so 
that the sun shineth, even among the nine- 
ties, he sayeth, ‘‘ Woe is me, for I perish,” 
and if the northwest wind sigheth down in 
forty-two below he crieth, “Would that I 
were dead!” If he wear sackcloth and blue 
jeans men say, “ He is a tramp;” and if he 
goes forth shaven and clad in purple and fine 
linen all the people cry, “Shoot the dude!” 
He carryeth insurance for twenty-five 
years, until he has paid thrice over for all 
his goods, and then he letteth his policy 
lapse one day, and that same night fire de- 
stroyeth his store. He buildeth him a house 
in Jersey, and his first-born is devoured by 
mosquitoes. He pitcheth his tent in New 
York, and tramps devour his substance. 
He moveth to Kansas, and a cyclone carry- 
eth his house away over into Missouri, 
while a prairie-fire and ten million acres of 
grasshoppers fight for his crop. He settleth 
himself in Kentucky, and ts shot the next day 
by a gentleman, a colonel, and a statesman, 
“ Because, sah, he resembles, sah, a man, sah, 
he did not like, sah.”’ Verily there is no rest 
for the sole of his foot; and if he had it all 
to do over again he would not be born at 
all, for “ the day of death is better than the 
day of one’s birth.”— Burlington Hawkeye. 


LATHYRISM.—The difficulty of ascertain- 
ing the precise position in medical nosology 
of certain diseases of tropical climates was 
well illustrated by a discussion which took 
place at a recent meeting of the Académie 
de Médecine. (The Lancet.) M. Proust 
gave an account of a neurotic disease which 
he had had the opportunity of studying 
some weeks ago in the Jurjura Mountains 
of Algeria. This malady appears to be due 
to the ingestion of large quantities of “ djil- 
bel,” a kind of pea——Lathyrus cicera— 
which the inhabitants of these parts con- 
sume, more especially in times of famine 
and scarcity. ‘Spasmodic spinal lathy- 
rism,” is the name proposed by M. Proust, 
for the reason that, in the opinion of M. 
Bouchard, who studied this affection some 
time ago, the symptoms appeared to be due 
to a transverse myelitis or to a hemorrhage 


in the spinal cord, followed by secondary 
degeneration. The etiology of lathyrism is 
believed to resemble that of ergotism and 
pellagra. Disorders of motion, principally 
affecting the lower extremities,-and accom- 
panied by disturbances in the urinary and 
sexual functions, are the chief symptoms. 
M. LeRoy de Méricourt insisted on the al- 
liances of this malady with some forms of 
beri-beri. But the nature of that ill-defined 
affection is not sufficiently understood. The 
association of lathyrism with it can not 
therefore be of much value. At a subse- 
quent meeting Dr. Bouley spoke of some 
observations he had made on horses. It 
appeared that the use of Lathyrus cicera in 
the diet of the animals induced paralysis of 
the hind quarters, and more or less rapid 
death from asphyxia. Referring to Dr. 
Burq’s well-known researches on the pro- 
phylactic virtues of copper in cholera, Dr. 
Bouley thought that a trial of the djilbel 
might be made both as a preventive and 
curative agent in cases of hydrophobia. 


ANOTHER DEATH FROM SEA-SICKNESS.— 
We take this from the Lancet: An inquest 
was held last week at Wapping, on the body 
of a young woman who had died of sea- 
sickness on her passage to London from 
Copenhagen. The deceased had suffered 
greatly during the whole of the voyage, 
and on the arrival of the ship at Grave- 
send she was found dead in her cabin. 
The surgeon who made the necropsy gave 
it as his opinion that death had resulted 
from sudden failure of the heart’s action 
from prolonged sickness. 


AN EXAMPLE FOR PHYSIOLOGISTS.—“‘Hun- 
ter derived his knowledge mainly from ob- 
servation assisted by experiments, and not 
so much by hearing or reading of the results 
of others’ labors.”— From the Oration before 


. the Hunterian Society, by Mr. E. G. Gilbert, 


M.R.C.S. 

[The average teacher of physiology is 
content to quote freely and to teach blindly 
the operations of the so-called authorities, 
z. e. book-makers, confining his experiments 
and demonstrations usually to a pigeon’s 
brain, a pair of frog’s legs, and possibly mak- 
ing a fistula in a dog’s stomach. ] 


Post-MorTEeM PartTuRITION.—In Spain, 
during the last civil war, a pregnant woman, 
being hung by the Carlists, gave birth to a 
child, while suspended from the gallows, 
four hours after death. 
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A New Dispensary IN LOUISVILLE has 
been opened by Drs. W. Cheatham (Eye, 
Ear, and Throat), Ap. M. Vance, A. M. 
Cartledge (Surgical Clinic), J. G. Cecil, M. 
Thum (Medical Clinic). In their announce- 
ment these gentlemen say, “It is our pur- 
pose to give medical services alone free. We 
have made arrangements with neighboring 
druggists to enable patients to have their 
prescriptions filled at cost. It shall be our 
endeavor to prevent imposition upon charity, 
well knowing that a majority of such institu- 
tions are resorted to by many people per- 
fectly able to not only pay for medicine, but 
also the fees of a physician. Recognizing 
this fact, none will be given free services 
unless proving, beyond doubt, that they are 
deserving of it.” The energy and ability of 


these gentlemen make the success of the dis- 
pensary a certainty. 


INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. — 
The Eighth International Medical Congress 
(according to the notice already given) will 
be held in Copenhagen from the roth to the 
16th of August, 1884. The General Commit- 
tee of Organization, formed for preparatory 
work, is composed of the following mem- 
bers, who live in or near Copenhagen: Prof. 
P. L. Panum, President; Prof. C. Lange, 
Secretary-General; Dr. O. Bloch, Dr. C. J. 
Salomonsen, and Surgeon-General John Mol- 
ler, Secretaries; Prof. E. Hansen Grut, Hon- 
orary Treasurer. 

The chairmen of the sections are as fol- 
lows: Prof. Chievitz, Anatomy; Prof. P. 
L. Panum, Physiology; Prof. C. Reisz, Gen- 
eral Pathology and Pathological Anatomy ; 
Prof. F. Trier, Medicine; Prof. Holmer, 
Surgery; Dr. E. Hornemann, Hygiene and 
State Medicine; Director-General Salomon, 
of the Army Medical Department, Mil- 
itary Surgery and Medicine; Prof. Steen- 
berg, Mental and Nervous Diseases; Profs. 
Stadfeldt and Howitz, Obstetrics and Gyne- 
cology; Professor Hirschsprung, Diseases of 
Children; Prof. E. Hansen Grut, Ophthal- 
mology; Prof. Haslund, Dermatology and 
Syphilis; Dr. W. Meyer, Diseases of the 
Ear and Throat. 

The special committees formed for these 
sections have completed their number by 
the appointment of members living outside 
of Copenhagen, in Denmark and other Scan- 
dinavian countries. 

In order that the meeting of so many dis- 
tinguished medical men may be as interest- 
ing and profitable as possible, the commit- 
tee, following the example of former Con- 


gresses, will receive from prominent medical 
men of all countries suggestions relative to 
the formation of a suitable programme. This 
programme, as well as the rules, will be for- 
warded to such of the profession as are sup- 
posed to take an interest in the work of the 
Congress, and who may be inclined to take 
part in its proceedings. 

In order that the programme may be ready 
as soon as possible, it is desired that commu- 
nications referring to the work of the Con- 
gress shall be sent to the Secretary-General 
before the 1st of October next. 

The programme and rules will be for- 
warded as soon as possible to every per- 
son qualified to participate in the Congress, 
who, within the time above indicated, shall 
announce to the Secretary-General his inter- 
est in the Congress, and his intention of par- 
ticipating in it. The candidate for member- 
ship will please name the section he may 
wish to join. 


CLERGYMEN AND Puysicians.—It is a 
growing opinion, that churches and congre- 
gations should make it possible for their min- 
isters to pay their medical men. Nottodoso 
is not generous to the minister nor just to the 
medical practitioner. We believe we are 
right in saying that the Wesleyan church 
does make provision for medical expenses. 
In extreme cases of narrow means gratuit- 
ious attendance is a pleasure: but it is nei- 
ther a pleasure nor a duty in any other case. 
The Lancet. 


Tue Source or TricHin&.—J. E. Morris, 
M.D., in the Clinical Brief, says, in regard 
to trichinz in swine, that it is a well-estab- 
lished fact that the real source of infection 
in swine lies entirely in the rat. A com- 
mittee of Vienna physicians found in Mor- 
avia thirty-seven per cent of rats examined 
trichinous; in Vienna and its environs ten 
per cent; and in Lower Austria about 
four per cent. The well-known voracity of 
the hog, and its special fondness for meat, 
cause it to feed upon the flesh and excre- 
ments of other animals infested with these 
parasites, and especially rats and mice. To 
prevent trichinous swine, it is highly impor- 
tant to cut off all the sources of disease in 
the diet of these animals.— Popular Science 
News. 


Or Great INTEREST TO Puysicians.—Of 
the thirty-six States of the Union, Kentucky 
stands eighth in amount of banking capital, 
of the Western States she stands third. 
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CINGALESE IN Paris.—The Parisians are 
being entertained by a party of Cingalese 
just arrived from Ceylon, and who are en- 
camped in the Jardin d’Acclamatation. (The 
Lancet.) ‘They are twenty-one in number, 
consisting of thirteen men, five women, and 
three children. One of the latter, an infant, 
was born at sea. The men are rather hand- 
some, of a dark-copper complexion, but 
their muscular system is not much devel- 
oped. Their hair, which is jet black, is 
straight and long, and put up in a knot at 
the back of the head, the whole fastened 
with a large crescent-shaped comb. The 
forehead, which is high, is surmounted by a 
red kerchief, which serves as a turban, but 
they go about for the most part bareheaded. 
Their costume consists simply of a long 
piece of colored cotton cloth, which they 
ingeniously wind around their body so as to 
form a sort of petticoat. The upper part of 
the body is generally bare, but since their 
arrival in Europe they have taken to knitted 
cotton vests as they feel the effects of the 
difference of climate. The women are dress- 
ed much in the same way, but they wear a 
jacket of some bright color and their hair is 
onamented with flowers and ribbons. They 
have a troop of ten elephants with them, 
which are made to work in various ways, 
such as carrying with their trunks large logs 
of wood, trunks of trees, blocks of stone, 
etc.; they are also @mployed in mixing the 
mortar for building purposes, which they 
likewise do with their trunks; and the docil- 
ity and intelligence they display attract the 
admiration of the lookers-on, who go to the 
garden every day by thousands to witness 
the interesting sight. The elephants are 
rather smaller than those of Central Africa, 
and their hind feet have four toes instead of 
three, as is the case with the African ele- 
phant. Small bullocks, scarcely higher than 
a new-born calf, are harnessed to light carts 
which are used for traveling and other pur- 
poses. They are guidedby reins, which are 
passed through the septum of the nose, and 
trot as fast as any pony. Ethnically, these 
Cingalese seem to be of a mixed type, be- 
tween the Caucasian and that of the abori- 
genes of Southern India. 


POISONING BY ALCOHOL. —From time to 
time we have to record sudden deaths from 
what has been regarded at the time as an 
overdose of alcohol; but we fear that, in 
many of these cases, not only the quantity, 
but the quality, of the intoxicating fluid is 
at fault. In a recent number of the Jour- 


nal we gave the analyses of some samples of 
shebeen whisky that had been seized at 
Greenock, and very noxious compounds 
they were. Recently, we observe, it has 
been reported to the Paisley Town Council 
that many of the intoxicated persons brought 
in by the police had bottles of methylated 
spirit or “finish” in their pockets. The 
matter has very properly been brought 
under the notice of the authorities, with the 
view of adopting measures to prevent abuse 
of the liberty given to sell methylated spirit 
free of duty. Indulgence in this form of 
spirit must materially add to the dangers of 
intoxication.— British Medical Journal. 


THE PROPHYLACTIC POWER OF COPPER. 
Dr. Burg, whose researches on the prophy- 
lactic virtues of copper in cholera are well 
known, has followed up his investigation of 
the merits of the drug by a digest of the 
figures relating to the last epidemic of ty- 
phoid fever which occurred in Paris. (The 
Lancet.) He shows that the forty thousand 
men and women employed in working cop- 
per would—if the death rate among them 
had been, as with the rest of the population, 
1.3 per thousand—have lost fifty of their 
number. As a matter of fact only ten died, 
and seven of these were very little exposed 
to swallowing the copper dust, in which, as 
Dr. Burq believes, the healing virtues of 
copper reside. Dr. Burq draws from all 
these facts the conclusion that the organism 
of workmen exposed to the action of cop- 
per undergoes a progressive cupric impreg- 
nation opposed to the development of the 
microbes of infectious diseases. 


AMERICAN Larp!!—In the course of a 
dispute between the Chicago dealers in lard, 
it has been incidentally disclosed that most 
American lard is adulterated from ten to 
one hundred per cent with oleomargarine, 
stearine, cotton-seed oil, tallow and terra 
alba.— Boston Med. and Surg. Journal. 


IMPROVED Mortar.—Sawdust is said by 
some one to be better than hair in protect- 
ing rough-cast from peeling and scaling 
under the influence of frost and weather. 
The sawdust should be first dried, and then 
thoroughly sifted, in order to remove the 
coarser particles. A mixture is then made 
of two parts sawdust, five parts sharp sand, 
and one part cement, which should be thor- 
oughly stirred together, and then incorpo- 
rated with two parts of lime. — Popular 
Science News. 
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A Way to Ger On.—If you should hap- 
pen to have no patients, do not let that trifle 
disturb you in the race of fame; but get 
some poor monkey or dog by the tail, per- 
form an “experiment” on him, look up the 
“ bibliography” or “ literature ” of the mon- 
key, copy into your monogram what some 
other man did with a monkey, put his mon- 
key and your monkey together, and that 
will make quite a respectable article; the 
article will be still larger and more imposing 
if you copy out several “ experiments’ per- 
formed in London and Paris—éut put your 
own name at the head of the whole thing (all 
the monkeys). If human beings are scarce 


in your office, write up pigs and horses— 
that is not bad to begin with.— Zhe Planet. 


COMPARISONS ARE Oporous.—A West- 
ern exchange thus combines the statement 
of a Chinese mode of vaccination with a 
hit at the rubicund noses of St. Louis folk : 
“In China they always vaccinate people 
on the tip of the nose, and when there is 
danger of an epidemic the whole city gets 
vaccinated at once. It is said that after the 
things begin to ‘take’ it is impossible for 
an American traveler to realize that he is 
not in St. Louis.” —/opular Science News. 


IMITATION CaouTcHouc. — Dankworth 
and Landers, of St. Petersburg, have in- 
vented a composition which is elastic, tough, 
water-proof, and insulating, and which is 
applicable to nearly all the purposes for 
which India-rubber is used. It is composed 
of a mixture of wood and coal-tar, linseed 
oil, ozokerit, spermaceti, and sulphur, which 
are thoroughly mixed and heated for a long 
time in large vessels by means of super- 
heated steam.—/opular Science News. 


WaTER POWER OF THE ALPs.—It is now 
proposed to use the enormous water power 
of the Alps for working electric railways in 
Switzerland. Operations are understood to 
be in progress now to connect the towns of 
St. Moritz and Pontresina by an electric 
railway four and three fourths miles long, 
the motive power to be supplied by the 
mountain streams.—fopular Science News. 


MarRIAGE OF Cousins.—When cousins are 
healthy, and have no proclivity to disease, they 
may safely marry, but the existence of strongly 
marked scrofulous or other taint in the blood 
should prevent such marriages. This should 
also be a reason for the non-marriage of those 
who are not in any way related.— The Lancet. 


THE INDIANA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
It is to be regretted that while other States 
are advancing in State Medicine, and while 
other Boards of Health are doing good work, 
that the Indiana State Board is not advanc- 
ing but really going backward, and most of 
the members of the profession entirely ignor- 
ing its orders and refusing to make out the 
reports required.—/?. Wayne Journal of 
Medical Sciences. 

M. ViGNIeER believes that animals are in- 
debted for the powers of direction which 
they sometimes manifest so strikingly to the 
possession of a magnetic sense relating to 
the forces that govern both the direction 
and the inclination of the needle, the seat of 
which he locates in the semicircular canals 
of the internal ear. 


M. Victor Sr. Paut has placed £1000 
at the disposal of the Paris Academy of 
Medicine as a prize to any person, without 
limitation as to calling or nationality, who 
shall succeed in discovering an “ infallible” 
means of cure for diphtheria. — Popular 
Science News. 


Dr. Davip W. YANDELL was chairman of 
the committee which escorted President Ar- 
thur from Washington City to the Southern 
Exposition at Louisville. It is said that he 
completely captivated tae President by his 
fascinating manners and matchless anec- 
dotes. 


WE regret that the third of the series of 
interesting articles on Cholera from our 
learned contributor, Prof. T. S. Bell, has 
been crowded out of this issue by an unusual 
press of matter. It will appear next week. 


A Druceist, recollecting the Latin com- 
pliment to the product of the vineyard, “Zn 
vino veritas,” has put up this inscription to 
the credit of his sgda-fountain, “In soda 
sanatas.”’ 


Many of our subscribers are in arrears 
for subscriptions. Friends, please to let us 
hear from you at once. 


ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

OrFiciAL List of Changes of Stations and Du- 
ties of Officers of the Medical Department, U. S. 
A., from July 28, 1883, to August 4, 1883. 

Turrill, H. S., Major and Assistant Surgeon, 
granted leave of absence for one month, to com- 
mence September 1, 1883. (S.O.77, Dept. of the 
Platte, July 26, 1883.) 
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THE OHIEF OF SOVEREIGNS IN A KEN- 
TUOKY OROWD. 





On the 1st of August Mr. Arthur, Pres- 
ident of the United States, opened the 
Southern Exposition in this city. It was 
a graceful act in the President, and is grate- 
fully appreciated by the people of the South. 
Louisville on that day presented a scene 
long to be remembered. A general holiday 
was declared, and the private and public 
buildings on every hand were decked in 
banners and flags and beautiful devices ex- 
pressing welcome and patriotism. A sea of 
blithe and cordial people’ dressed in sum- 
mer garb flooded the streets and filled the 
windows and porticoes and doorways on 
the line of march from the Galt House. 
Twenty thousand people received the Pres- 
ident at the Exposition, and with waving 
hats and handkerchiefs and hearty cheers 
welcomed their chief magistrate. It was a 
glorious company, the personnel of which 
no country may surpass. Had those preju- 
diced foreigners who, after a brief sojourn 
in the sea-coast cities, and a rapid run to 
some of the newer western towns, have 
written so flippantly and dogmatically of 
American physical degeneracy, been in 
Louisville on the 1st of August, they would 
have seen a people whose stature and weight, 


to say nothing of comeliness, they would 
have been compelled to admire. In the 
bright eyes and fresh color and cheerful faces 
of the multitude the student of nature read 
the story of peace and plenty, of health and 
contentment. 

Nowhere in this country have we ever 
been impressed by that expression of care 
and wear and worry and hurry and haste 
and waste which Mr. Spencer and others 
have so dilated upon and lamented over. 

Certainly, in this land of the Bluegrass 
the hearts of the people do not seem to be 
“beating funeral marches to the grave.” 
Indeed, outside of France we have never 
seen so merry a congregation as that which 
assembled in Louisville on the rst of August. 
Americans are less rosy than their English 
brothers, not because they rush through life 
more rapidly and are of feebler health, but 
because American suns are hotter than Eng- 
lish suns and American skies are less cloud- 
ed. With us the sun seldom shirks duty. 
In England he hides himself habitually. 
Another source of English color, and to no 
insignificant extent, is the painting of “The 
Spirit,” or, as it is commonly called, alcohol. 
In England the use of wine or beer, or some 
such drink, is the rule. With us it is the 
exception. To this same spirit is English 
rotundity somewhat due—much more large- 
ly than to fat capon lining, roast beef stuff- 
ing, and easy, even-going, careless living. 

Dr. Beard’s “American neurasthenia” is 
bosh. 

There should be less nerve-exhaustion in 
this country than any where, if neurasthe- 
nia comes from strain; for here wealth and 
fame are more easily and more rapidly ac- 
quired—are attained with less mental and 
physical effort than in any part of the world. 
Americans, class by class, will compare fa- 
vorably with any nation. In all lands the 
higher orders, as they are called, the well-to- 
do, stand physically at the head. The labor- 
ing people every where, the peasantry, are 
in stature, in pulchritude, and in longevity 
inferior. As the wheel of Fortune turns we 
may see, not infrequently, even in a single 
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generation, physical improvement or debase- 
ment taking place. 

To commence with the “higher class,” 
we cheerfully match Mr. Arthur, the ruler 
elect of the Americans, against any foreign 
potentate. He is over six feet in height, 
straight as a flagstaff, weighs about fifteen 
stone (210 pounds), and in appearance is 
handsomer and more kingly than any of 
the crowned heads, or their kin, whom we 
have had the fortune to see. Among these 
we recall Napoleon III and several smaller 
N’s, the Prince of Wales, King Victor Em- 
manuel of Italy, the King of Belgium, the 
Grand Duke Alexis of Russia, the Em- 
peror of Austria, and some lesser heirs of 
the purple. 

We will not suggest a comparison in any 
other class, since every American being a 
sovereign and considering himself a gen- 
tleman, the comparison would be odious to 
the compared and might be dangerous to 
the comparer. 

Suffice it to say, the sovereigns of America 
are quite equal in all respects to Her Maj- 
esty’s subjects, either in her tight little islands 
at home or in any of her wild lands abroad. 
And, as to the other nations, they will not 
bear comparison with the English or the 
American; their mission is to commingle 
with these peoples, and to be absorbed in 
the consequent renaissance, and to be trans- 
formed into Englishmen or Americans. The 
names and the mental and physical features 
of these two nations show, no less than their 
history, that they have ever devoured and 
assimilated other peoples, and the result is 
a grand excellence. 

In conclusion we recall with pleasure— 
and the jealous will say with pride—the 
courtly President’s comment on our people. 
Ruskin avers that to paint a thing you must 
become that thing. If this be true, then 
President Arthur should be a competent and 
credible judge in questions of physical ex- 
cellence. He said, among many compli- 
mentary things, “The Kentuckians are cer- 
tainly a splendid people, and all their wo- 
men it seems are beautiful.” 


Bibliography. 


A Treatise on the Diseases of the Eye. By J. 
SOELBERG WELLS, F.R.C.S., Doctor of Medi- 
cine of the University of Edinburgh; Profes- 
sor of Ophthalmology in King’s College, Lon- 
don, etc. Fourth American from the third Eng- 
lish edition, with copious additions by Charles 
Steadman Bull, A. M., M.D., Lecturer on Oph- 
thalmology in the Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College, etc. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s 
Son & Co. 1883. For sale by John P. Morton 
& Co. 


The simple announcement of a new edi- 
tion of a classic work is usually all that is 
required of the reviewer; but the present 
volume contains so many new features that 
a notice of them may not prove uninterest- 
ing to the student of ophthalmology. The 
additions to the original text may be sum- 
med up from the editor’s list, as follows: De- 
scription of Landolt’s method of blepharo- 
plasty, and the editor’s method of treating 
depressed scars of the face. New sections 
on purulent conjunctivitis of new-born chil- 
dren, and membranous conjunctivitis are 
introduced with large additions to the sec- 
tion on diphtheritic conjunctivitis. The 
views of Sattler upon the nature of tracho- 
ma have been inserted. The treatment of 
obstinate pannus and trachoma by means 
of the jequirity bean are not mentioned, be- 
cause the MSS. was in type before the ob- 
servations on this subject were published. 
The observations upon the comparative 
physiological and therapeutical value of var- 
ious mydriatics in diseases of the iris and 
ciliary body are new. Mooren’s views as to 
the optic nerve being the seat of the lesion 
in sympathetic ophthalmia, as well as the 
discussion of the subject before the London 
International Congress of 1881, have been 
embodied in the work. Additional observa- 
tions upon the operation of optico-ciliary 
neurectomy will also be found here, with 
the views of Priestley Smith and Braily 
upon the nature and causes of glaucoma. 
Hughlings-Jackson’s ‘contribution to the lit- 
erature of optic neuritis, a fuller discussion 
of the subject of the removal of particles of 
steel or iron from the eye by means of the 
magnet, and important additions to the chap- 
ter on diseases of the ocular muscles with 
reference to the occurrence of conjugate de- 
viation of the eye in bulbar lesions of the 
encephalon. These additions, with the few- 
est possible changes in the original text, 
bring the work up to the present scientific 
requirements of the subject at hand. 
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The high rank of ophthalmology among 
the sciences has been well earned by the 
labors of many eminent investigators, prac- 
titioners, and writers, and no better evidence 
of its steady advancement can be found than 
the frequent call for new editions of such 
books as the one under review, while the 
excellent qualities of these works attest its 
claim to the highest esteem of the profession 
at large. The editor has done his part ably 
and faithfully, and the book displays the 
characteristic excellence of its publishers’ 
work, 





Treatment of Diseases of Infancy and Child- 
hood, with over four hundred formule and 
prescriptions, as exemplified in the service, 
of Drs. A. JAcosl, J. LEwis SMITH, ALONZO 
CLARK, AUSTIN FLINT, etc., and in the Hos- 
pitals of New York City, by Charles H. Good- 
win, M.D., New York. C. H. Goodwin, M.D., 
245 West Fifty-third Street. 1883. Price $2.50. 
For sale by John P. Morton & Co., Louisville, 
Ky. 

This work is similar in:scope and plan 
to the author’s recent treatise on the Treat- 
ment of Diseases of Heart and Lungs. 

Every disease peculiar to children in 
the temperate zones is prescribed for ac- 
cording to the latest methods of treatment. 
Formule and prescriptions are given for the 
proper exhibition of medicines in every 
case, and such measures as are necessary to 
the management of each disease are noted 
with a fullness remarkable indeed for so 
small a volume. 

This book, as may be seen by the title- 
page, is a compilation, embracing all the 
essentials of treatment devised and prac- 
ticed by twenty-six or more eminent practi- 
tioners and writers in this department of 
medicine, and is so arranged that each 
author in succession is made to deliver his 
opinion as to the proper treatment of each 
affection named in the treatise. 

The idea is original and happy, and a 
book possessing such a convenient arrange- 
ment of matter can not fail of popularity 
with the student of medicine, while its 
evident fitness for service as a book of 
ready reference bespeaks for it a place upon 
the table every thoroughgoing practitioner. 





THE Opium Hasit; irs SUCCESSFUL 
TREATMENT BY THE AVENA SaTiva. A 
paper read before the New York State 
Medical Society, February 9, 1882, with 
additions, giving a fuller description of the 


therapeutic action of avena in different dis- 
eases, etc. By E. H. M. Sell, A.M., M.D., 
Fellow of the American Academy of Medi- 
cine and of the New York Academy of 
Medicine. 

This essay treats of one of the most im- 
portant and unfortunate of maladies. We 
trust that Dr. Sell’s observations may be 
borne out by the clinical experience of the 
profession. 


THE TREATMENT OF THE VARIOUS FORMS 
or ACNE. By George H. Rohé, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Hygiene and Clinical Dermatology, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Balti- 
more; Member of the American Dermato- 
logical Association ; of the American Public 
Health Association, etc. Reprinted from 
the Medical Chronicle, May, 1883. 


HINTS ON THE TREATMENT OF SOME PAR- 
ASITIC SKIN DisEases. By George H. Rohe, 
M.D., Professor of Hygiene and Clinical 
Dermatology, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Baltimore; Member of the Amer- 
ican Dermatological Association, etc. Re- 
printed from the Medical Record, June 2, 
1883. 


PEMPHIGUS AND THE DISEASES LIABLE TO 
BE MISTAKEN FOR IT. By George H. Rohé, 
M.D., Professor of Hygiene and Clinical 
Dermatology, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Baltimore ; Member of the Amer- 
ican Dermatological Association, etc. From 
the Medical News, June 23, 1883. 

These three pamphlets of Dr. Rohé are 
quite up to the average dermatological lit- 
erature of the day, and will repay perusal. 


CATARRHAL HEADACHES AND ALLIED AF- 
FECTIONS. By Richard C. Brandeis, M.D., 
Professor of Laryngology, Rhinology, and 
Otology, New York Polyclinic. Reprinted 
from the Medical Record, April 21, 1883. 

Like all the productions of Dr. Brandeis’s 
pen, this brochure contains much matter of 
practical value. 


A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF HONORABLE 
Cuar_es H. LARRABEE. By Lyman C, Dra- 
per, LL. D., Secretary State Historical Soci- 
ety of Wisconsin. 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INSANITY. Vol. 
39, No. 4. April, 1883. Utica: N. Y., 
State Lunatic Asylum. John Wiley & Son, 
Astor Place. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE NEw YORK ACAD- 
EMY OF MEDICINE, INSTITUTED 1847. Sec- 
ond series, Vol. 3. Printed for the Acad- 
emy. 1883. 
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Correspondence. 


PARIS LETTER. 


Editors of Louisville Medical News: 

The number of blind persons has in- 
creased to such an extent in France that it 
has become a social question of vital im- 
portance as to how they are to be disposed 
of or provided for so that they shall not 
be allowed to burden either society or the 
state. 

There are throughout the French territory 
twenty-eight thousand blind subjects, who 
are totally dependent on the public for their 
living. Of these, only about one thousand 
are provided for, and the remainder live by 
begging. Such a state of things should not 
be allowed to exist in any civilized country, 
and the French are only now beginning to 
see that they are far behind other nations 
in respect to the proper treatment of these 
unfortunate creatures. 

I find, by a report recently published on the 
subject, that in Saxony, Denmark, and Hol- 
land, there are no necessitous blind to be seen. 
In England, articles manufactured by the 
blind bring in about 1,800,000 francs or 
4£,72,000 a year, and in America (United 
States) there are regular institutions for the 
blind, where they work and earn their live- 
lihood to a certain extent. In France there 
was nothing of the kind until within a short 
time ago, when a philanthropist by the name 
of Lavanchy-Clarke founded several work- 
shops for the blind. In addition to these, 
a society has been formed in Paris which 
has under its patronage a professional school 
where blind youths are apprenticed and 
taught to work at different trades. They 
do not live in the school; they go to it 
in the morning, work all day, and return 
home in the evening, but they have their 
mid-day meal at the school. 

One can hardly imagine any thing more 
interesting and at the same time more in- 
structive than to see them at work. They 
manufacture brushes, cane chairs, turn, do 
esparto work, make carpets, etc., and the 
precision with which they work would do 
credit even to those who have their sight. 
A branch of this institution has been estab- 
lished in the Bois de Boulogne, and is well 
worth a visit. Here may be seen daily, 
Sundays excepted, a number of blind per- 
sons at work at the different trades men- 
tioned, and all under the superintendence 
of a foreman who is equally blind. 

Cholera is raging frightfully in Egypt, 


ind has caused a panic in Europe; and 
the nations of the Continent are quite 
irate against the English, as the latter 
are accused of not only importing the 
malady from India, but of not adopting 
the measures approved of and accepted 
by the International Congress; the princi- 
pal of these measures being the establish- 
ment of quarantines in all seaport towns 
during the prevalence of infectious diseases. 
In France all the powers are up in arms 
and are vying with one another to prevent 
an invasion, as they have learned by experi- 
ence in other circumstances that “ fore- 
warned is to be forearmed.” I do not say 
this offensively, but to their credit it must 
be admitted that they pay more attention to 
sanitation than they used to not very long 
ago, and the Municipal Congress of Paris 
spares no expense, not only in embellishing 
this city, but in improving in every possi- 
ble way its sanitary condition. A discus- 
sion has just taken place in the Council 
concerning the measures to be adopted to 
ward off the cholera, and what should be 
done in the event of its invading the coun- 
try. Among the measures proposed was 
the cremating of the bodies of persons who 
may die from cholera, and which they hoped 
would eventually be extended to all infec- 
tious diseases, but the Prefect of the Seine 
could not give his assent, as cremation 
had not yet become legal. He, however, 
has promised at the next session to lay the 
subject before the Chambers, with a strong 
recommendation that it should be sanc- 
tioned. 

If laughing-gas has the advantage of pro- 
ducing anesthesia rapidly, it has the great 
drawback, when its use is prolonged, to 
produce gradual asphyxia. In mixing eighty- 
five parts of nitrous oxide with fifteen parts 
of oxygen, a perfectly safe mixture is 
obtained, but producing anesthesia only 
in proportion as the gas inhaled is under a 
pressure superior to that of the atmospheric 
air, as has been demonstrated on more than 
one occasion by Prof. Paul Bert. Dr. De 
Saint-Martin has succeeded in rendering 
this mixture effective at the ordinary pres- 
sure by adding six to seven grams of chloro- 
form to each hectoliter. In trying the effects 
of this mixture on himself, Dr. De Saint- 
Martin had been able to convince himself 
that the anesthesia thus produced is very 
rapid, free from the power of exciting, and 
is unaccompanied by the irritating action 
which pure chloroform produces on the 
respiratory organs. ALEx. Boccs. 
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Editors Louisville Medical News: 

Please state that persons wishing space to 
exhibit goods to the Tri-State Medical So- 
ciety, in Indianapolis, Ind., on September 
18th and 19th, should make application to 
the undersigned at Indianapolis, Ind. 


FRANK C. FERGUSON. 





Editors Louisville Medical News : 

The article which appeared in a late issue 
of the News, regarding prospective epidemic 
sickness in Louisville, will be read with much 
interest by the laity as well as the profession. 
The candor with which you admit former er- 
rors of judgment is certainly commendable. 

The writer has never had any other 
opinion than that, based upon the law 
which governs the growth and propaga- 
tion of fungi, disease poisons are similar and 
many of them identical with cryptogamous 
plants. They do not themselves produce a 
seed, but a thallus which produces seed; 
hence it is only necessary that discharges 
from patients—their clothing, perspiration, 
urine, etc.—remain undisturbed for a period 
of weeks with favorable temperature in 
order to produce or reproduce the diseases 
in question. This applies to cholera, which 
is a mycelium spawn, as well as yellow 
fever and malaria, and the whole group of 
zymotic diseases. Whenever and wherever 
these conditions favorable to the growth of 
mycelium are present, it matters not whether 
it be in Maine or Louisiana, in Louisville 
or Hickman, the disease will prevail and 
become epidemic. But if these micro- 
scopic fungi be destroyed by cleanliness, 
disinfection, or oxygenation, they die with- 
out producing seed—they die without issue. 
Hence, there is one, and only one solution 
of the vexed question of contagion, and 
that is based upon the law ordained in 
nature for the growth of acolyledonous 
plants, which are so far opposed to ordinary 
vegetation as to completely change the order 
of respiration by which the plant lives. 
These diseases are not indeed contagious 
in the sense that the patient while sick com- 
municates them to the well by exhalation, 
but only by reason of want of proper care. 

If the germs of cholera are landed upon 
our shores, they will not multiply or spread 
until they reach a nidus fit to propagate 
them. The great practical lesson which 
, ought to be drawn from this knowledge and 
to be written on the walls is, Clean up, clean 
often, and keep on cleaning. 


By the way, speaking of sanitary matters, 
pardon us for asking (not every one enjoys 
the privilege of keeping posted as an editor) 
the force of the word sanitation. We 
rather like the sound of the term; it seems 
to be an omnium saltorum of hygienic 
laws. We think it is a good word, although 
to us a newone. It ought to be in the 
dictionary. : 

[So thought we at the time of using 
the term, and after searching a number of 
dictionaries in vain, were at last rewarded 
by finding it in the supplements of Wor- 
cester’s and Webster’s new editions. | 








Selections. 


A CasE OF MyXEDEMA, THE ETIOLOGY OF 
THE Disease.—(Dr. J. Oswald Lane, in the 
Lancet): There is no evidence of a neuro- 
pathic predisposition, neither does she know 
of any relatives who have been affected with 
a similar complaint. She has had six chil- 
dren, the last eight years ago, from which 
time she dates her present illness. She de- 
nies having been laid up with any previous 
illness, though for some time after each con- 
finement she was accustomed to feel very 
weak and unable to do her work with her 
usual vigor. She had a particularly “bad 
time” at her last confinement, and has ever 
since suffered from weakness and debility. 
No syphilitic history: she remembers having 
been frightened before her last confinement, 
and has had a good deal of mental anxiety. 
She complains of having had a feeling of 
lassitude, weakness, and nervousness since 
the above-mentioned date; at times has no- 
ticed giddiness, noises in the head, sparks 
in front of her eyes, with a feeling of pres- 
sure on the vertex, disturbance of sleep, and 
loss of memory. Speech has become slow- 
er, with a pause between words. Walking 
slow and awkward; at times has fallen 
down. She has noticed the swelling of her 
face and hands only during the last six 
months, and she distinctly says that the ner- 
vous symptoms I have enumerated all pre- 
ceded the latter. Has had sickness at times; 
has not passed much water. 

Her condition was as follows: Her phys- 
iognomy on the first glance was that of 4 
person suffering from renal dropsy. But on 
closer examination I found the edema to be 
of a different character, in that it did not pit 
on pressure. The parts of the face most 
affected were the eyelids, lips, cheeks, and 
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nose (the first two especially). ‘The eyelids 
were pearly, semi-transparent, ridged, with 
drooping of the lower ones. The cheeks 
were puffy, so that the features were round- 
ed into contour, with a circumscribed blush 
on both. The lips were pendulous, thick, 
and of a purplish tint. The nose was swol- 
len, with dilated nostrils. The expression 
was stolid and sad, with a lack of mobility. 
The skin over the whole body was very dry 
and harsh; the patient said it had been 
“scaly at times.” The hands were marked- 
ly swollen, so as to be of a “spade-like” 
appearance, and were clumsy, with a dilata- 
tion of the capillaries on the dorsal surface. 
The lower extremities were not swollen. 
The patient had lost much of her hair, 
while many of the teeth were decayed. 
She had a train of nervous symptoms, such 
as slowness of speech, which was deliberate, 
monotonous, of nasal tone, frequently swal- 
lowing before speaking. The patients move- 
ments were slow, and her gait awkward, 
with a feeling of being about to fall. She 
complained of headache and giddiness, and 
her memory was decidedly faulty. There 
was diminution of tactile sensation, and the 
conduction of sensory impulses was marked- 
ly retarded. The muscles acted very feebly 
to faradization, and the reflexes were dimin- 
ished, the patellar almost absent. She fre- 
quently feels chilly. There was no change 
in the thyroid glands. The heart sounds 
were normal, and not accentuated; no phys- 
ical sign of hypertrophy. The lungs were 
normal. The urine was examined every 
time she attended, and I was unable to de- 
tect even the slightest trace of albumen, 
though numerous tests were used. The 
temperature varied between 96° and 98°. 
The pulse was usually about 54, always 
slow. The ophthalmoscopic appearances 
were natural. The only drugs administered 
were iron, quinine, and strychnia. 

I have published this case, first, as the 
patient seems to present most typically the 
symptom of myxedema; secondly, on ac- 
count of the improvement the patient un- 
derwent during the four months she was 
under my observation, since at the end of 
that time her speech, gait, intelligence, and 
other nervous symptoms were decidedly im- 
proved, while the characteristic swelling had 
not made further progress; and, thirdly, the 
case is interesting on account of the absence 
of even a trace of albuminuria, or the pres- 
ence of any other sign of nephritic disease. 

I wish now to make a few remarks as to 
what seems to me to be the probable etiolo- 


gy of the disease. In several cases which I 
have seen there seems to me to be a striking 
resemblance in the symptoms of the disease 
to some of those frequently developed in 
some forms of lesion of the central nervous 
system, and my reasons for thinking so are 
that the characteristic nervous symptoms of 
the disease are particularly constant, and 
that they have become distinctly well-mark- 
ed before any sign of edema has developed 
itself. In all the cases I have seen many 
nervous symptoms have been present, such 
as peculiar gait, slowness of speech, im- 
paired sensation, subnormal reflexes, giddi- 
ness, impaired memory; furthermore, in 
three cases the disease has shown itself 
after some mental shock or anxiety ; to this 
cause I would attribute the frequency of the 
disease in multiparz, as a rapid succession 
of pregnancies combined with mental anxi- 
ety would probably lead to exhaustion of 
the system, and especially the nervous one; 
in addition, many of the symptoms which 
present themselves are much allied to some 
of those observed in disseminated sclerosis 
and locomotor ataxy. The slowness of 


pulse and lowness of temperature are addi- 
tional factors in aid of this hypothesis. 


ARTICULAR GANGLION. — There is still 
some difference of opinion as to the nature 
and mode of origin of the cystic tumors 
common on the wrist and ankle, usually 
known as ganglia. (The Lancet.) What 
evidence there is on the point not merely 
connects them with the synovial sheaths of 
tendons in many cases, but indicates that at 
any rate in some instances they are the 
result of hernial protrusions of the synovial 
lining of these sheaths through the fibrous 
covering. The original communication be- 
tween the cyst and the sheath is usually 
early closed, but it may remain patent. It 
is, however, to another mode of origin of 
these synovial cystic tumors that we would 
call attention now—to those originating in 
hernial protrusions of articular synovial 
membranes. These have long been known 
to exist, but they have been studied more in 
France than in this country. They not 
only form a certain proportion of the gang- 
lia common at the wrist and on the dorsum 
of the foot, but they occur in connection 
with other joints, and it is this fact which is 
apt to be overlooked. Such hernial protru- 
sions, when attaining any size, form tumors 
over or in the near neighborhood of joints 
of varying depth; they have a narrow ped- 
icle leading into the joint cavity, and upon 
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this fact depends their importance, -for sur- 
geons are tempted to remove or otherwise 
operate upon these apparently simple tu- 
mors, and, unless special precautions be 
taken, grave and even fatal results may 
follow from acute articular inflammation. 
Of the larger joints, these ganglia are more 
often connected with the knee than any 
other, then the elbow, and it is to be espe- 
cially remembered that their pedicle may be 
very long as well as fine, and their connec- 
tion with the joint any thing but apparent. 
Usually unilocular, M. Nicaise has recently 
recorded in the Revue de Chirurgie an in- 
stance of a multilocular articular ganglion 
on the outer side of the knee-joint. It was 
stated by Cloquet that they could always be 
recognized by the fact that the swelling was 
reducible into the joint by pressure. Such 
may be the case, and is of course a valuable 
sign, but occasionally the communication 
between the two is so imperfect that pres- 
sure of the cyst does not empty it: the case 
of M. Nicaise’s, just alluded to, is one in 
point. The great practical point is to re- 
member, when called upon to treat any 
cystic or circumscribed tumor about a joint, 
the existence of these tumors, and to treat 
all such as if they did communicate with 
the joint, even although there may be no 
distinct evidence of this before an opera- 
tion. M. Nicaise removed the tumor in his 
case, and with complete success. There 
have been several instances in which such 
tumors have been excised inadvertently, 
and fatal arthritis has been set up. 


A SusLIncuaL SALIVARY CALCULUS OF 
GREAT SIZE REMOVED BY INCISION INTO 
THE GLAND is reported by Dr. George 
Mackern, in the Lancet: It is irregularly 
egg-shaped; very hard and shiny. The 
surface is rough, like morocco leather, but 
with bosses here and there. The stone 
measures an inch and one third in length, 
two thirds of an inch in width at its broad- 
est part, and three eighths of an inch in 
thickness; it weighs eighty-two grains (five 
grams anda half). It can be scraped with 
knife, but is not soft or friable. On touch- 
ing it with a strong nitric acid there is no 
effervescence, hence the surface at any rate 
does not consist of carbonate of lime; but 
the addition of the acid, however, brings 
out a strongly fetid odor. The chemical 
composition is not yet determined. 

Dr. Mackern remarks: The diagnosis of 
cancer had been made by some other prac- 
titioners, but on careful examination it was 


evident that the tumor could not be cancer- 
ous, for these reasons, (1) The utter ab- 
sence of any thing like an infiltration of the 
surrounding tissues, the mucous membrane 
up to the very edge of the tumor being per- 
fectly smooth and free; (2) the mobility of 
the tumor as a whole; (3) the long history 
of the case; (4) the fact that isolated cancer 
of the sublingual gland is unknown to occur, 
or is very rare. From ranula the tumor was 
easily distinguishable by its hardness, solid- 
ity, and general appearance and position. 
Some use was made of the presence of the 
swelling in the submaxillary region as an ar- 
gument in favor of cancer, but from its 
extreme sensibility and its recent appear- 
ance I judged it to be inflammatory merely. 
On referring to the books at my command I 
find that the largest salivary calculus on rec- 
ord is figured in Bryant’s Surgery, and that 
one weighed only forty-eight grains. 


HEMOPHILIA.—At a meeting of the Acad- 
emy of Medicine in Ireland, Dr. Wm. Moore 
President, Dr. Fraser read a paper mention- 
ing some instances of serious bleeding fol- 
lowing trifling injuries, and then described 
two cases of sudden death from sanguinace- 
ous apoplexy occurring in individuals who 
had previously suffered from bleedings of 
the nose, lungs, etc.—Dr. Henry Kennedy 
related a fatal case of purpura in which the 
post-mortem examination revealed an exten- 
sive effusion of blood over the surface of the 
brain.—Dr. Cox referred to a gentleman the 
subject of hemorrhagic diathesis, in which a 
chill appeared to be invariably the exciting 
cause of the hemorrhage. In this case 
there was a well-marked family history of 
the diathesis.—The President mentioned a 
case of an old lady who suffered from a se- 
vere epistaxis, and shortly afterward be- 
came completely demented.—Dr. Fraser, in 
reply, said he introduced the first two cases 
merely to show that he was not overlooking 
the subject of hemorrhagic diathesis. In 
such cases the blood was alinost water; but 
in the cases of the gentleman pointedly al- 
luded to, he never saw better clotting blood. 
The hemorrhage in his case was not produc- 
ed by a chill, but he appeared to form more 
blood than was required, and this was elim- 
inated by nose, lungs, or kidney. 


EczeMA OF THE Face.—In their work on 
the diagnosis and treatment of ocular affec- 
tions, Messrs. Galezowski and Daguenet 
recommend, against the eczematous and 
impetiginous eruptions which often show 





. 
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themselves on the lids and nose of young 
patients suffering from phlyctenular kera- 
titis, either calomel in powder, or the fol- 
lowing ointment: 


a gr. iv; 
Hydrarg. oxid.rubr, ...... > gr; 

Ce, 0 bs te ws 6 Ses gr. iv; 
Ns ee ke ee gr. clx. 


However, when there are many scabs, the 
best treatment consists in removing them 
with a forceps, and touching the denuded 
surface with a stick of nitrate of silver. 
The excess of caustic can be neutralized by 
the application of a solution of common salt. 


THE VARIETIES OF ANGINA PECTORIS.— 
Under the name angina pectoris many writ- 
ers have grouped together symptoms differ- 
ing from one another as widely in their 
causation as they do in gravity. (Medical 
Times and Gazette.) It is of great impor- 
tance to have clear views as to the different 
forms of angina pectoris. According to M. 
Henri Huchard (Revue de Médecine), there 
is but one form of true angina pectoris, viz., 
that dependent upon cardiac ischemia. This 
may be organic or functional. The former 
is produced by narrowing or obliteration of 
coronary arteries; and the author quotes 
thirty fatal cases of this disease in which one 
or other of these conditions was found on 
autopsy. This form of the disease is of grave 
prognosis, and, indeed, generally proves fa- 
tal, in this respect forming a striking con- 
trast to all the other varieties. The exist- 
ence of functional ischemia of the heart is 
not, of course, susceptible of such definite 
proof as in the case of the organic variety, 
but there is ample evidence, both clinical 
and physiological, that tobacco is capable 
of inducing this state of the heart. The 
symptoms which it may give rise to are so 
well known that it is unnecessary for us to 
do more than enumerate them. They are, 
diminished frequency of the pulse, palpi- 
tations, irregularity of the heart's action, 
fainting, and a feeling of precordial distress 
which may go on to a typical attack of angi- 
na pectoris. Spurious angina pectoris is also 
of two kinds, the one including all cases of 
nervous or arthritic origin, the other cases 
of gastric origin associated with dilatation of 
the heart. The points which distinguish 


these spurious cases from the true forms are 
that the attacks do not supervene with 
certainty on any one given cause, such, for 
instance, as any form of violent exercise; 
that the attacks when they do occur are not 
so severe and do not last so long as in the 


true disease; and that in this last or gastric 
form the attacks are especially prone to 
come on after a meal. The spurious cases 
never prove fatal. 


A Test FoR IODINE IN THE SysTEM.— 
Let the patient spit on a strip of white pa- 
per and then spread some calomel over it, 
or sprinkle calomel on any sore he may have. 
If there is any iodine in the system, the cal- 
omel turns a bright yellow. In the Ad. 
Neuigkeiten Dr. Stark recommends this as a 
test of observance of directions, when you 
have ordered a patient to take iodine.—J/ed. 
and Surg. Reporter. 

[We have often seen, in the administration 
of the moist mercurial vapor bath to patients 
who were taking iodide of potassium, the 
calomel vapor deposited on the skin turned 
to a deep yellow. | 


THE ACTION OF ALKALIES ON BILE. — 
Some researches have been made recently 
by Lewaschew and Klikowitsch on the sub- 
ject of the influence of alkaline agencies on 
the composition of the bile. (Centralblatt fiir 
Klin. Med.). The experiments were made 
on dogs with permanent fistulz leading to 


the gall-bladder. No canula was used, how- 
ever. For twenty-four hours previous to 


the beginning of the experiment neither 
food nor drink was administered. It was 
found that artificial and natural mineral 
waters had a similar action on the secretion 
of bile. For some time after the adminis- 
tration of the alkaline waters the quantity of 
bile flowing from the fistula was diminished. 
This effect was probably due to the increased 
flow of bile into the intestines. After this 
initial period the flow from the gall-bladder 
became more than the normal. The normal 
amount had been previously measured. Ar- 
tificial waters exercised the same influence 
on the quality of the bile as the natural 
waters; but different results were obtained 
weth waters of different degrees of concen- 
tration. Thus, carbonate of sodium had a 
more rapid, powerful, and lasting influence 
on the composition of the bile than sulphate 
of sodium (Glauber’s salts). Solutions of 
weak strength were more powerful than 
those of higher concentration. Hence, those 
mineral waters whose frincipal constituent 
was carbonate of sodium had the greatest in- 
fluence on the composition of the bile, espe- 
cially when the carbonate was zof present in 
a high degree of concentration. The higher 
the temperature of the fluids ingested, the 
earlier and more marked were the effects. 














